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August 13, 2013 
 
U.S. Entity  Columbia River Treaty Review Team 
Bonneville Power Administration 
P.O. Box 3621 
Portland, Oregon 97208-3621 
     
Dear U.S. Entity Treaty Review staff, 
     
Re:  Comments from League of Women Voters WA on Working Draft of a Regional 
Recommendation: Improving the Columbia River Treaty Post 2024 
 
In response to your invitation, the League of Women Voters of Washington is 
submitting comments to the Working Draft of a Regional Recommendation:  Improving 
the Columbia River Treaty Post 2024,” released on June 27, 2013.  We appreciate and 
support your efforts to provide information, listening sessions and many opportunities 
for citizen participation during this long process.  
 
Background and Positions:  
In l959 the LWV’s of Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana published the paper The 
Great River of the West, a study of the Columbia River at the time the Treaty was being 
developed. This and successive studies have shaped our relevant positions. 
  
The LWVUS supports international cooperation and believes that natural resources 
should be managed as interrelated parts of life-supporting ecosystems and that 
resources should be conserved and protected to assure their future availability. The 
LWVUS also supports water policies that achieve water quality essential for maintaining 
species populations and diversity, and that protect estuaries, wetlands and in-stream 
flows. 
   
In addition, the LWVWA recognizes the dependent sovereignty of Native American 
Tribes and the treaties made between the U.S. and tribal governments and feel it is the 
state’s responsibility to enhance the salmon resource by protecting and improving the 
fish habitat, and maintaining in-stream flows on all streams in the basin.  The LWVWA 
also supports comprehensive Columbia River basin-wide coordinated planning, 
administration and conflict resolution among federal, state and other agencies.  We 
support energy conservation, efficiency and the use of renewable such as solar and 
wind power 
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We concur that the Columbia River Treaty should be modified, rather than simply 
renewed or terminated, to address perspectives and issues excluded in the l964 Treaty 

and to modernize it to address new current and future issues of concern such as 
climate change. 
 
We recognize that the Columbia River Treaty has been successful in establishing a 

cooperative management relationship with Canada and between U.S. agencies that 
has ensured a coordinated management of a shared Columbia River.  This cooperative 
management relationship with Canada has been very successful in achieving the 
Treaty’s goals of flood prevention and enhanced and reliable hydropower generation. 
  

However, in excluding the Columbia River treaty tribes from the original process and 
not considering their treaty rights, subsistence needs or cultural resources, tribes have 
suffered considerable negative impacts that should be redressed by their inclusion in 
the CRT Review decision process, implementation and management. 
 
In addition, the requirements of migrating salmon regarding habitat and fish passage at 
dams were not addressed in the original treaty, with devastating consequences in that 
now eight populations of Columbia River anadromous fish are now listed under the 

Endangered Species Act.  We therefore urge you to make ecosystem-based 

functioning a priority in the decision making process along with flood control and 
hydropower generation, even if it requires modification in the risk level of flooding or in 
hydropower generation. Ecosystem functioning will restore a more normal hydrograph, 
flow pattern and water temperature to the river that will facilitate migrating salmon 

survival. It is also essential to install fish passage at dams to insure the return of 
migrating salmon to the vast areas of the Upper Columbia and Snake River systems 
from which they have been extirpated. Returning salmon will also benefit riparian areas 
and other wildlife that depend on them. We support your intent to access Canada’s 
interest in working jointly on the ecosystem restoration and fish passage with shared 
benefits and costs. 
  

Besides hydropower, we urge the consideration and inclusion of other energy sources 

to augment our power needs, including conservation, efficiency, and renewable wind 

and solar power.  

 

In regard to flood risk management, after 2024 when Canada assumes control of its 
three Treaty dams and storage reservoirs and the U.S. must utilize its own storage 
reservoirs before calling on help from Canada, we support raising the risk trigger and 
utilizing flood plains more effectively by limiting their development. 
 
We also support your consideration of the effects of climate change on the river 
hydrograph over time and the flexibility, adaptability and resilience you recommend in 
preparation. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment and your consideration of our comments 
regarding the Working Draft of a Regional Recommendation: Improving the Columbia 
River Treaty Post 2024. 
 
 
 
Kim Abel, President,  
League of Women Voters Washington 
  
Cc:   Raelene Gold, League of Women Voters Washington 

Lobby Team, Columbia River Chair 
 

 
 
 
 


