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Gentlemen: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Columbia River Treaty Review. We represent 

the Northwest Sportfishing Industry Association and its many members in the fishing community. 

 

Significant changes have occurred since the original treaty was signed. Our population has more than 

doubled, science and technology is greatly advanced, our economies have diversified, and the legal 

environment applicable to the management of the Columbia River has been changed significantly. The 

passage of the Endangered Species act, the Clean water Act, and the Environmental policy act now 

constrain future treaty actions in ways that were not included in the original treaty. We strongly 

recommend the next treaty address this new legal environment in meaningful ways. We recognize that 

this will necessitate the adoption of a broader framework in order to address the current conditions of 

law and economics. 

 

Implementation of a more inclusive framework will require a more broadly based approach to 

governance and will also require a more responsive process that will allow significant changes to be 

adopted when conditions require some kind of adaptation. We should not perpetuate stiff and inflexible 

processes that will preclude needed actions in the future. 

 

Our recommendations for changes are the following. 

 

First. The most significant change we recommend is to adopt the preservation and enhancement of 

ecosystem functions as an objective equal to the generation of power and flood control. Also, given the 

provisions of the Endangered Species Act and the many species at risk in the Columbia, we recommend 

this change be adopted and implemented as the highest priority of the revised treaty. 

 

Second. Expand the governing parties to include an agency that will be able to strongly represent the 

actions needed to sustain and improve ecosystem functions. The logical choice would be the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service. We also recommend the establishment of a Transboundary Commission to coordinate 

and advocate the concerns and input from the public entities that have an interest in the management 

of the river. 

 

Third. The use and management of the river for hydro power is important but must allow for the rapid 

expansion of renewable power sources and energy conservation efforts. Both of these agendas will 

reduce the dependence on hydro power in the future and will offer opportunities for more flexible 

adaptation for the protection and enhancement of ecosystem functions as the new treaty is 

implemented. 

 

Fourth. Flood damage reduction needs to improve and expand the management of the river’s 

floodplains. This would reduce the reliance on dams and flood control structures. Floodplain restoration 



will often improve the ecological functions since floods periodically enhance the production and survival 

of some species through the impact on riverine processes. The revised treaty should address allowing a 

more natural flooding regime to exist where possible in the future. 

 

In closing, we urge the Treaty Review Team to modify the Treaty to include a more broadly based 

approach to the management of the river by including ecosystem functions as an equal and specific goal 

and by expanding the governing parties and to adopt processes to include expertise and authority for 

this purpose.  

 

Yours truly, 

 

Liz Hamilton 

Executive Director 

Northwest Sportfishing Association 

 

Rod Sando 

Chair, Science and Policy Board 

Northwest Sportfishing Association  
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For the Love of Fish! 
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